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Maine EMS Education Committee
Minutes

Wednesday, July 8, 1998
Maine EMS, Augusta

Present: L. Delano,  C. Boehm,  D. Paladino,  J. Brinkman,  B. Davis, P. Conley, K. Suminsby, B.
Demchak, L. Worden.

Staff: D. White

I. Call to Order - 9:35 a.m.

a.  Introductions - None required

b.  Assign Timekeeper and Scribe - K. Suminsby to keep time and D. White  to scribe.

c.  Additions/Deletions to Agenda 
Additions to the agenda include  (1) discussion of the Mid Coast EMS continuing education model for
clinical rotations and, (2) next meeting schedule.

II Acceptance of June Minutes:
The committee reviewed the minutes of  the June 10, 1998, meeting.

MOTION:  TO ACCEPT THE MINUTES OF THE JUNE 10, 1998 MEETING (Palladino;
Brinkman) - Motion Carries.

III Staff Report:

a. D. White reported that the Operations Team met on July 7, 1998.  A major focus of the meeting was
to begin to address strategies and action items within the strategic plan.  He also noted that Jay
Bradshaw announced that there were additional training funds through the Bureau of Highway
Safety.  Coordinators will be assessing their needs and reporting back to the Operations Team.  The
enhanced Intermediate proposal was also discussed with work continuing and the project being
championed by Southern Maine EMS and Liz Delano.  

b. MEMS Board - No report; there was no Board meeting in July.

IV Old Business
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a. EMS/TC Task Force

D. White reported that Jay Bradshaw had, within the last two weeks, written a letter to Dick Willis
requesting a status report.  Jay will be contacting D. Willis in the next week if he has not received a
response to the letter.

b. EMT Intermediate - Review checklist of items to complete prior to roll out.

The committee reviewed the EMT-Intermediate curriculum review and update list that was included
with the June, 1998 minutes.  L. Delano stated that she and the Southern Maine EMS office were
addressing the issues listed except for those items specifically designated to an individual or to the
Maine EMS staff.  Consensus was to wait for the information as developed and provided by Southern
Maine EMS Council and L. Delano.

c. I/C Program - Discuss draft document from Chip Boehm

C. Boehm reported that he has not received comments to date from members of the Education
Committee.  Because of the impact of the document, the consensus was to table until the September
meeting in order to (1) to allow time for committee members to forward their comments to C. Boehm
and (2) to have a larger percentage of the committee membership in attendance during discussion of
this topic.

d. First Responder Program - Bridge course

D. White reported that according to D. Corning, the State of New Hampshire does not have a First
Responder to EMT bridge course.  Discussion ensued as to the committee's position regardingt a
First Responder to EMT bridge course.  

MOTION:  THAT THE EDUCATION COMMITTEE TAKE NO FURTHER ACTION
REGARDING THE CREATION OF A FIRST RESPONDER TO EMT-BASIC BRIDGE
COURSE (Palladino; Delano) Motion Carries. 

e. CBOs - Hand out revised CBOs

D. White handed out the most recent revision of the Clinical Behavioral Objectives (revision date July
8, 1998).  He requested that comments regarding the proposed changes be forwarded to D. Corning
by July 13.

f. Distance Learning Subcommittee Report

L. Delano reported that the subcommittee has not met but that (informally) she has found a great
amount of information regarding distance learning from places such as the Internet.  She indicated
that P. Marcolini will reschedule the subcommittee meeting.

V. New Business
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a. CEH Requirements - Review hour and topic requirements for First Responder and EMT-Intermediate
levels.

Discussion regarding CEH requirements for the revised First Responder and proposed EMT
Enhanced Intermediate levels was initiated.  It was immediately suggested that this review should
encompass the CEH program in general as there are several issues central to the continuing education
program.  Issues discussed included:

w Skills labs - can the objectives of the skills labs be done within the continuing education program
thereby eliminating skills labs as a stand alone program and, simply including a skills practice
continuing education category.

w CPR certification - CPR certification is currently based on the American Heart Course or
equivalent that is required to be current in order to maintain a Maine EMS license.  Discussion
ensued as to the various options for assuring education/skills in cardiopulmonary resuscitation and
options for that education which included enhancing cardiac continuing education requirements
without requiring a separate certification from American Heart or Red Cross (for renewal
licensees).

w Hour Requirements - The committee discussed hour requirements including information from
Bruce Davis indicating how teacher certification and continuing education units are awarded (one
CEU per 10 hours classroom).

Three possible models were put forth  for a revised continuing education structure would be:

OPTION 1 OPTION 2 OPTION 3
categories: categories: categories:

OPS BLS OPS
Medical ALS Medical
Trauma Skills Trauma
ALS Enrichment Airway
Skills Cardiac
Enrichment Pharm

Practical Skills
Enrichment

The Committee requested that D. Corning send out the aforementioned list of models; that he do a
check to see what other non National Registry states do as far as continuing education (specifically to
determine if they have models similar to the ones noted above); and, that he check with other medical
professions to see what the structure and hour requirements are for continuing education.

Extensive discussion ensued regarding the aforementioned topics and proposed structures.  It was the
consensus of the group to distribute the proposed models in the minutes and include this discussion as
an agenda item for the next meeting.  
b. Mid Coat EMS Continuing Education for Clinical Rotation Model
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L. Delano suggested tabling this until the next meeting and requested that copies be distributed to
all Education Committee members.  She stated she did have some questions regarding this
program that should be discussed at the next meeting.

c. Next meeting

Consensus of the Committee was to not convene a meeting in August but to schedule the next
meeting of the Committee for September 9, 1998 at 9:30 a.m.

d. Other

Members of the Committee requested that D. White be present at the September meeting to
facilitate discussion on the continuing education program.

e. Adjournment

The meeting was adjourned at 11:45 a.m.

Respectfully Submitted,

Drexell White
Scribe
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